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Research-based Strategies to Promote Language Growth
for Children who use AAC
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Children who use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) often lag
behind their typically developing peers in their language skills due to intrinsic
sensory and motor skills) and extrinsic factors (e.g., type of device, level of (e.g.
practice, access to systematic intervention). In the context of conversation-based
intervention, research shows that the quantity and quality of adult scaffolding
have a great impact on the acquisition of grammatical skills.

In this presentation, we will describe the characteristics and constraints of
language acquisition via aided communication and the types of adult scaffolding
that demonstrated positive outcome in generating grammatically correct
utterances. Specific adult-child conversation strategies will be discussed

Verbal models and Recasts. including Prompts,
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Dr. Gloria Soto is a Full Professor at San Francisco State
University with a joint appointment in the Department of
Speech, Language and Hearing Sciences and the Department
of Special Education. She is also the coordinator of the Joint
Doctoral Program in Special Education between SFSU and
University of California, Berkeley. Dr. Soto specializes in
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). Current
research projects involve the development of best practices
for the equitable provision of AAC services to ‘minoritized’
students, and the investigation of discourse-based interventions on the linguistic
skills of children and youth who use AAC. Among Dr. Soto’s publications are two
books about the provision of AAC services in school settings, “Practically
Speaking: Language, Literacy, and Academic Development for Students with AAC
Needs” and “AAC in the Schools: Best Practices for Interventions.”
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Development for Students with AAC Needs” and “AAC in the Schools: Best
Practices for Interventions.”
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Research-based Interventions to Improve Literacy Outcomes for Children
Who Require AAC
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No single intervention will have as dramatic effects on a student’s future as a
solid foundation in literacy. Literacy skills are essential to positive outcomes in
education, employment, and societal participation. Unfortunately, outcomes
related to literacy for individuals with complex communication needs (CCN) are
quite poor; many individuals with CCN receive inadequate literacy instruction,
lacking both in terms of quantity and quality. Three short presentations will
cover research-based interventions that have demonstrated positive literacy
outcomes. presentations will focus on training professionals in the delivery of
.adapted literacy instruction
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Jessica G. Caron is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication
Sciences and Disorders at Penn State University. Dr. Caron’s work is focused on
improving language and literacy outcomes for learners with high needs who
require AAC including children with ASD, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, and
traumatic brain injury. Specifically, she is interested in improving literacy
outcomes for individuals who require AAC through the use of technology and
trainings of relevant stakeholders, to close the research-to-practice gap in this
area. Dr. Caron is certified as a SLP and has significant experience working on
interdisciplinary teams to meet the needs of individuals with complex
.communication needs, including work in schools and the outpatient setting
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