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Examples of Training Materials with
a Focus on Communication Partners

Altitudes and Strategies towards AAC: A training
package for AAC users and carers (J. Murphy and J.
Scott, 1995). Stirling, Scotland: AAC Research Unit,
Dept. of Psychology, University of Stirling, FK9 4LA,
Scotland, UK. or

Augmentative and Alternative Communication Skill
Development Package (M. Lester-Cribb). University
of Stirling, Stirling, FK9 4LA, Scotland.

Building Communicative Competence with Individuals
Who Use Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (J. Light and C. Binger, 1998).
Baltimore: Paul H. Brooks Publishing Co.

Communicating Effectively with People Who Use AAC
(Y.Gillette, 1996). Akron, OH: University of Akron.

Communicating Matters: A training guide for personal
attendantsworking with people who have enhanced
communication needs (B. Collier, 2000). Baltimore,
MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.

Don’t Hang Up (J. Murphy). AAC Research Unit, Dept.
of Psychology, University of Stirling, Stirling, FK9 4LA,
Scotland.

Everyone is Talking. A 20-minute film and training
manual showing effective and ineffective support,
Indian Institute of Cerebral Palsy, P-35/1 Taratala
Road, Calcutta, West Bengal 700 088, India.

It Takes Two to Talk: A parent's guide to helping
children communicate (A. Mandolson, 1992). The
Hanen Centre, Suite 515, 1075 Bay Street, Toronto,
Ontario, M5S 2B1, Canada. o

Learning Language and Loving It: A guide to promoting
children's social and language development in early
childhood settings (E. Weitzman, 1992). The Hanen
Centre, Suite 515, 1075 Bay Street, Toronto, Ontario,
M5S 2B1, Canada.

Making Connections: A practical guide for bringing
the world of voice output communication to students
with severe disabilities (P. Locke and J. Levin, 1999).
Minneapolis, MN: AbleNet.

More than Words: A guide to helping parents promote
communication and social skills in children with autism
spectrum disorder (F. Sussman, 1999). The Hanen
Centre, Suite 515 - 1075 Bay

Street, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2B1, Canada.
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Partners in Everyday Communicative Exchanges: A
guide to promoting interaction involving people with
severe intellectual disability (N. Butterfield, M. Arthur
and J. Sigafoos, 1995). Sydney/Baltimore: MaclLennan
and Petty and Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
www.pbrookes.com ,

Papers (see also references on pages 18 and 19,
Chapter 1.)

Communication Intervention for Students with Severe
Disability: Results of a partner training program (M.
Arthur, N. Butterfield and D. MacKinnon, 1998).
International Journal of Disability, Development and
Education, 45, 97-115.

Creating Communicative Opportunities through a
Combined Inservice Training and Supervision Package
(M. Granlund, J. Terneby and C. Olsson, 1992).
European Journal of Spacial Needs Education, 7,
229-251,

Enhancing Initial Communication and Responsiveness
of Learners with Multiple Disabilities: A tri-focus
framework for partners (E. Siegel-Causey and S.M.
Bashinski, 1997). Focus on Autism and Other
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Sample Consent Form

Letterhead goes here

IRB #

FB (full board)

INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Social Networks: A Communication Inventory for Individuals with
Complex Communication Needs and their Communication Partners

You are invited to participate in this research study.
In this Consent Form, YOU always refers to the person
with complex communication needs. Legal authorized
representatives who may complete this form should
remember this. The following information may help
you decide whether or not you would like to patticipate.
If you have any questions, please ask.

You are eligible to participate in this study because
you have complex communication needs. This study
investigates the roles various communication partners
have on your communication abilities and preferences.
Your participation in this study will require you (and
two other people) to participate in a structured interview
with the researchers (or the researchers' associates).
The (other) people who will participate in the interview
are: 1) a family member and 2) a paid professional
who works with you, preferably a speech-language
pathologist, teacher or instructional assistant. Each
will be interviewed to provide responses to a survey
called Social Networks: A Communication Inventory
for Individuals

with Complex Communication Needs and their
Communication Partners. Each interview will last
approximately an hour. You need not be present unless
actually participating.

The responses to interview questions will be written
down by the examiner. To protect others from gaining
access to this information, the researchers will assign
number codes to it, known only by the principal
researchers. All data and analyses information will be
stored in a secured area at [LOCATION].

The information from this study may be published in
scientific journals or presented at scientific meetings,
but your identity will be kept strictly confidential.

Initials of individual with complex communication
needs And/or parent/guardian's initials

Following completion of your participation, you may
have copies of the Social Networks: A Communication
Inventory for Individuals with Complex Communication
Needs and their

Communication Partners interview form with the
responses from your two informants. It is possible
that you will gain a better understanding of your
communication abilities and preferences with different
conversational partners. Also, this study may improve
the way communication partners are trained to interact
with individuals who have complex communication
needs. You are free to decide not to enroll in this study
or to withdraw at any time without adversely affecting
your relationship with the investigators, research facility
or school. Your decision will not result in any loss of
services to which you are otherwise entitled.

Your rights as a research participant have been
explained to you. If you have any additional questions
concerning your rights, you may contact the
[INSTITUTION] Institutional

Review Boat;(? (IRB), telephone:

YOU ARE VOLUNTARILY MAKING A DECISION WHETHER OR NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS RESEARCH
STUDY. YOUR SIGNATURE CERTIFIES THAT YOU HAVE DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE, HAVING READ AND
UNDERSTOOD THE INFORMATION PRESENTED. YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS CONSENT FORM

TOKEEP.

SIGNATURE OF INDIVIDUAL OR PARENT/GUARDIAN

DATE

IN MY JUDGMENT THE PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN IS VOLUNTARILY AND KNOWINGLY GIVING INFORMED

CONSENT AND POSSESSES THE LEGAL CAPACITY

TO GIVE INFORMED CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS RESEARCH STUDY.

SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR

DATE

IDENTIFICATION OF INVESTIGATORS
PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR
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